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A sketch drawing of the study model of a new Color Solid.
(This third variant was devised after the abstract was edited for publication)

In modeling the Theory of Color, a nine by nine by nine, Nonné-Klee triangle is a better 
argument for the major color plane than Runge’s circular disc. With a white pole at 
the top end and a black pole at the bottom end of the achromatic axis (these features in 
keeping with Runge), the new solid with a tilted triangular midsection resolves into a 
hexahedron of all triangles. The situation of all other possible colors extending beyond 
the major color triangle is better examined in the topological transformation of the 
hexahedron into its dual, a triangular prism: The white and black vertices convert into 
parallel faces—which effectively lays open the magnitudes of tints and shades. (See: 
“Color Solids Informed by Symmetry” by William S. Huff.).
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“Starburst,” by John Wingfelder in the Basic Design Studio of William S. Huff, 
University at Buffalo, Fall 1989.

Submitted in regard to a pedagogic assignment, the design involves aspects of symmetry 
and depth cues and was executed in reference to color theory. The three primaries are 
mixed through glazing—an aquarelle technique assiduously practiced by Klee: While 
the layer of one color steps back the layer of the adjoining color steps forward; thus 
the sum of many thin washes remains the same throughout. An even visual progression 
is achieved through the exponential increasing of layers (Weber-Fechner Law). There 
is a greying in some areas where all three primaries are layered over one another; and 
contrasts, due to different counts of layers of each primary, create edges that can be read 
as isometric projections of corners of cubes. Where there is a buildup of layers of only 
one color, great brilliances burst out.




