
 

 

VELJKO VUJIČIĆ (1929 – 2020) 

 
BIOGRAPHY  

 

Veljko A. Vujičić, son of Akim and Ljubica (née Vučinić), 

was born on March 29, 1929, in Nikšić. He finished 

elementary and secundary education in his hometown. In the 

Yugoslav People’s Army, he graduated from the Air Force 

Academy at Zadar in 1949, after which he went to Užice as 

an Instructor in anti-aircraft firing and ordnance.  

 

He graduated from the Department of Mechanics at the 

Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics of the 

University of Belgrade in 1957 and received his MSc degree 

in 1958. Afterwards, he served as a teaching assistant at the 

Faculty of Mechanics and Mathematics of the Lomonosov 

Moscow State University from 1959 to 1960, where he 

worked together with renowned professors N. G. Chetaev 

and V. V. Rumyantsev. Having passed his doctoral exams, 

Vujičić defended his PhD thesis entitled Motion and Stability of Motion of Dynamically Variable 

Objects in front of the committee consisting of A. Bilimović, K. Voronjec, T. Anđelić and D. 

Rašković. He received his doctoral degree from the Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics 

in 1961. 

 

He was elected assistant professor at the Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics of the 

University in Belgrade in 1961, associate professor in 1968, and full professor in 1974. He taught 

Dynamics of Bodies of Variable Mass, Vibration Theory, Analytical Mechanics, Statics, Tensor 

Calculus, Theory of Fields (at the Department in Zrenjanin), Theory of Stability and Control of 

Mechanical Systems. Furthermore, at the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering of the University of 

Belgrade, he taught a postgraduate course in Tensor Calculus, at the Faculty of Engineering 

Sciences of the University of Titograd (present-day Podgorica), he taught Statics, Resistance of 

Materials and Technical Dynamics, and Mechanics II at the Faculty of Mining and Metallurgical 

Engineering in Kosovska Mitrovica. He was in charge for scientific seminars on Stability of 

Motion, Control of Mechanical Systems and Analytical Mechanics. He was the advisor of 18 

master’s theses and 8 doctoral dissertations. He authored two university textbooks (two editions) 

and translated two from Russian.  

 

Since his first scientific paper, published in 1960 in the USSR Academy of Science journal 

Applied Mathematics and Mechanics, he published over 150 scientific papers in many national 

and international journals and proceedings, as well as monographs: Covariant Dynamics 

(Belgrade, 1981), Dynamics of Rheonomic Systems (Belgrade, 1990), Preprinciples of 

Mechanics (Belgrade, 1998), in both Serbian and English, and a co-authored monograph with A. 

A. Martinjuk Некаторие задачи механики неавтономних систем (Eng. Some Problems of 

Mechanics of Nonautonomous Systems) (Belgrade-Kiev, 1991). In addition, he published 



booklets Sile pojavnog i programiranog kretanja (Belgrade, 2004) (Eng. The Forces of 

Phenomenal and Programmed Motion) and Sile centralnog kretanja po Njutnu i Petronijeviću 

(Belgrade, 2005) (Eng. The Forces of Central Motion according to Newton and Petronijević). 

 

International reference journals have published over 120 reviews of his research works and there 

are more than 150 citations of his results in different journals, monographs, university textbooks 

and PhD theses. His monographs have been presented in detail in several foreign scientific 

journals. 

 

He was a founder and, for more than 20 years, the editor-in-chief of Theoretical and Applied 

Mechanics, a scientific journal issued by the Yugoslav Society of Mechanics and so far included 

so far in five international registers. He was a member of Editorial Boards of four national and 

one foreign scientific journal as well as of one international serial of scientific monographs. 

 

In organizing scientific research work, he took part as chairman of the Department of Mechanics, 

director of Division of Mathematics, Mechanics and Astronomy, and as Dean of the Faculty of 

Natural Sciences and Mathematics at the University of Belgrade (appointed in 1973). 

Furthermore, he was the deputy director (in 1961 – 1969 and 1970 – 1973) and acting director of 

the Mathematical Institute of the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts (in 1969, 1973 and 1992 

– 1993), as well as the chairman of the Department of Mechanics of the Mathematical Institute 

(1984 – 2000). Besides, he was the initiator and president of the first Committee for Mathematics 

and Mechanics of the Association for Science (RAS) of the Republic of Serbia, president of the 

RAS Chamber of Natural and Engineering Sciences, and researcher in charge for the macro 

project in mechanics at the republic level. He was also president of the Steering Committee and 

the first president of the Serbian Society of Mechanics (founded in 1968), as well as president of 

the Administrative Committee of the Yugoslav Society of Mechanics. 

 

He was a member of various national and international scientific societies. He was an honorary 

member of the Yugoslav Society of Mechanics. He was also a correspondent member of the 

American (South and North) Academy of Mechanics (since 1994), a member of the International 

Academy of Nonlinear Sciences based in Moscow (since 1996), and a corresponding member of 

the European Academy of Arts, Sciences and Humanities (since 1998). He was awarded the 

Order of Labour with Golden Wreath, as well as the Order of Labour with Red Banner, and 

honoured with the Plaque of the City of Belgrade. He also received the honorary charter of the 

International Academy of Nonlinear Sciences based in Moscow. On April 26, 2016, the 

Managing Board honored Prof. Dr Veljko Vujičić with the MISANU Award in recognition of his 

outstanding contributions to the development of the Mathematical Institute and mathematics in 

Serbia.  
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